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AIDS - Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

Ambulatory Detox (AmbDetox) - Medically managed outpatient treatment aimed at system-
atically reducing toxins in the client’s body.

Birth Defect - An abnormality in structure, function, or body metabolism that is present at
birth, such as cleft lip or palate, phenylketonuria, sickle disease, or neural tube defect.

CDC - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Congenital Syphilis - A condition in a fetus or newborn caused by infection with the syphilis
bacteria from an untreated mother. Infected newborns show a wide spectrum of clini-
cal signs, and only severe cases are clinically apparent at birth.  Severe illness or death
can result after birth if the newborn is not treated.

Correctional (CORR) - The client is incarcerated in a federal, state, or county prison or deten-
tion center and participates in an alcohol and drug abuse treatment program within the
institution.

Data - A representation of facts, concepts, or instructions in a formalized manner suitable for
communication, interpretation, or processing by human or automated means.  Things
known or assumed, facts or figures from which conclusions can be inferred.

DHMH - Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Fertility Problems - Refer to the standard medical definitions of infertility, i.e. have not used
contraception and have not become pregnant for 12 months or more; or impaired fecun-
dity, i.e. women reporting no sterilizing operation and classified as finding it difficult or
impossible to get pregnant or carry a baby to term.

Fetal and Infant Mortality Review (FIMR) - A community-based review process used to en-
hance the health and well-being of women, infants, and families by improving the commu-
nity resources and service delivery systems available to them.

Fetal Death - Death before the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product
of human conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy; death is indicated by
the fact that after such separation, the fetus does not breathe or show any evidence of
life.  Fetal deaths are reportable only if death occurs after a period of gestation of
twenty or more completed weeks.

Fetal Mortality Rate - The number of fetal deaths in a population divided by the total number of
the live births and fetal deaths in the same population during the same period.
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Firearm-Related Death - Any fatal injury resulting from the discharge of a weapon from which a
projectile is propelled by explosives.

Firearm-Related Death, Unintentional - Deaths that result from accidents or are otherwise not
purposeful.  They may be the result of self-inflicted injury or injury inflicted by another per-
son.

Halfway House (HWH) - A transitional residential care facility providing time-limited services to
alcohol and drug abuse clients who have received prior evaluation or treatment for their
addiction.  These clients are expected to move into a position of personal and economic
self-sufficiency.

HBV - Hepatitis B Virus

HIV - Human Immunodeficiency Virus

Homicide - The intentional injury of one person by another resulting in death.  It includes
deaths by legal intervention (law enforcement officials acting in the line of duty) and deaths
by civilians that may be legally justifiable or excusable.

Hospital Detox (HOSP) - Detoxification treatment in an inpatient hospital setting.

HPV - Human Papilloma Virus

Indicated Child Abuse and Neglect Rate - Child Protective Services indicated abuse and
neglect investigation rate per 1,000 children under 18 years of age.

Infant Death - An infant death is one that occurs before a baby is one year old.

Infant Mortality Rate - The rate (per 1,000 live births) of all births,  who do not survive beyond
the first year of life.

Information - The meaning that human beings assign to a set of data by means of conven-
tions applied to those data.

Intensive Outpatient (IOP) - A non-residential program that provides highly structured treat-
ment services using a “step down” model of intensity for a minimum of nine hours per
week.

Intermediate Care Facility (ICF) - A residential facility that provides a short-term intensive
regimen of individual and group therapy as well as other activities aimed at the physical,
psychological, and social recovery of clients.

Juvenile Non-Violent Crime Arrest Rate - Number of arrests of youths ages 10 to 17 for
burglary, larceny, theft, and motor vehicle theft per 10,000 youths ages 10 to17.
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Juvenile Violent Crime Arrest Rate - Number of arrests of juveniles for a violent offense (i.e.
homicide, aggravated assault, forcible rape, and robbery), per 10,000 youths age 10 to 17.

Kempe Family Stress Checklist - Tool that utilizes various factors to evaluate level of stress in
a family.

LHD - Local Health Department

Low Birth Weight (LBW) - Weight at birth of less than 2,500 grams (about 5.5 pounds).  Very
low birth weight is a weight at birth of less than 3.3 pounds (1500 grams).

Low Birth Weight Rate - The rate (per 1,000 live births) of all births with birth weights less
than 2,500 grams and less than 1,500 grams for very low birthweight.

Maintenance (MAIN) - Treatment involving the medically supervised administration of metha-
done or Levo-Alpha Acetyl Methadol (LAAM) and counseling services to clients ad-
dicted to heroin or other opiates.

Mental Health - The successful performance of mental function, resulting in productive ac-
tivities, fulfilling relationships with other people, and the ability to adapt to change and
to cope with adversity.  From early childhood until late life, mental health is the spring-
board of thinking and communication skills, learning, emotional growth, resilience, and
self-esteem.

Mental Illness - The term that refers collectively to all mental disorders.  Mental disorders are
health conditions that are characterized by alterations in thinking, mood, or behavior
(or some combination thereof) associated with distress and/or impaired functioning.
(Surgeon General’s Report)

Methadone Detox (MDetox) - Treatment involving the medically supervised administration of
methadone for clients addicted to heroin or other opiates with the objective of system-
atically reducing toxins in the client’s body.

Neonatal Death - Death of a live-born infant within the first 28 days of life.

Neonatal Mortality Rate - Number of neonatal deaths per 1,000 live births

Neural Tube Defects (NTD) - A set of birth defects that result from failure of the neural tube to
close in utero.  Two of the most common NTDs are anacephaly (absence of the majority of
the brain) and spina bifida (incomplete development of the back and spine).

Non-Hospital Detox (NH Detox) - Treatment which provides 24-hour supervised medical care
in a residential setting. The focus of this treatment is to systematically reduce toxins in the
client’s body, manage withdrawal symptoms and, once detoxified, refer the client for ad-
ditional treatment.
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OIDP - Office of Injury and Disability Prevention

Other Residential (Other) or (Res) - Non-chemotherapeutic treatment provided to alcohol and
drug abusers in a group living environment for an extended period of time.

Outpatient (OP) - A non-residential program that provides diagnosis, treatment and rehabilita-
tion for alcohol and drug abuse clients and their families less than nine hours per week.
The clients’ physical and emotional status allow functioning with support in their usual
environments.

Perinatal Death - Death occurring after twenty weeks of gestation but before 28 days after
birth.

Perinatal Mortality Rate - Number of perinatal deaths per 1,000 total births.

Pre-Conceptual Health - The process of preparing a woman of childbearing age to be in a
state of optimum health to conceive.

Prenatal Care - Pregnancy related health care services provided to a woman between con-
ception and delivery.

Preterm Birth - Birth occurring before 37 weeks of pregnancy.

Public Health Infrastructure -  The systems, competencies, relationships, and resources
that enable performance of essential public health services in every community.

SAMHSA - Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

Sex Work - Refers to the performance of sex acts in exchange for money, drugs, or other goods.

STD - Sexually transmitted disease caused by bacterial, protozoal, or viral organism.

STD Complications - Refer to serious health problems that occur following an acute bacterial
or viral STD. Among the most serious of these complications are:

Cancer - Includes cervical cancer and its precursors which are due to human pap-
illoma virus and liver cancer that can result after chronic infection with Hepatitis B
virus.
Infection of a fetus or newborn - Includes conditions such as congenital syphi-
lis, neonatal herpes, HIV infection, Hepatitis B infection, eye infections, and pneu-
monia.
Pelvic Inflammatory Disease (PID) - Can cause permanent damage to the fe-
male reproductive tract and lead to ectopic pregnancy, infertility, or chronic pelvic
pain.
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Preterm birth - Can result from maternal infection.
Sexually transmitted HIV infection - Can be facilitated by the presence of an
inflammatory or ulcerative STD in one or both sex partners.

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) - Sudden unexplained death of an infant from an
unknown cause.  There is evidence that infants living with cigarette smokers suffer higher
rates of SIDS.

Suicide - Intentional, self-inflicted fatal injury.

Syphilis Elimination - Refers to the elimination of sustained domestic transmission of syphilis.
This means that there is no continuing transmission of the disease within a community or
jurisdiction and absence of transmission within a jurisdiction except within 90 days of
report of an imported case.

Teen Pregnancy Rate  - Total live births to adolescents aged 18 and under per 1,000 women.

Violence-Related School Suspension Rate - The number of suspensions and expulsions
resulting from verbal or physical attacks against teachers, staff or students per 1,000
students.

Viral STDs - Sexually transmitted viral infections, human inmmunodeficiency (HIV) infection,
herpes simplex type 2, human papillomavirus (HPV infection), and Hepatitis B (HBV)
infection.
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Allegany County Office of Children, Youth &
Families

Sue Raver
Allegany County Health Department

Diane Rice
Allegany County Health Department

Sandi Rowland
Consumer

Linda Santmyrie
Western Maryland Health System

Marie Shaffer
Consumer

Michelle Smith
Western Maryland Health System

Wayne Spiggle
Braddock Medical Group

Leslie Stevens
Allegany County Health Department

Mary Tola
Allegany County Health Department

William Tompkins
Allegany Dental Society/Private Practitioner

Elayne Warren
Allegany County Health Department

June C. White
Cumberland Times News

Joyce Wilson
Allegany County Head Start

Margaret Wright
Allegany County Health Department



320

MARYLAND HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PLAN  2000-2010

CONTRIBUTORS

Rebecca Loukides - Liaison
Caroline County Health Department

Caroline County

Carroll County

John Grant
Caroline County Health Department

Barbara Rodgers – Liaison
Carroll County Health Department

Mary Bandorick
Carroll County Health Department,
Nursing Bureau

Lois Bankert
Carroll County Health Department,
Administration Bureau

Tami Becker
Carroll County Health Department

Cindy Bosley
Carroll County Health Department,
Nursing Bureau

Pat Burnett
Carroll County Health Department,
Nursing Bureau

Dianna Davis
Carroll County Health Department

Eleanor Derstine
Carroll County Health Department,
Nursing Bureau

Roger Diehl
Prudential/Diehl Agency

Keith Dillenbeck
American Cancer Society of Maryland

Susan Doyle
Carroll County Health Department

Karen Feroli,
Junior Women’s Carroll Home Care &
Hospice

Darlene Flaherty
Carroll County Health Department

Janet Flora
Carroll County Bureau of Aging

David Taylor - Liaison
Baltimore County Health Department

Robert Blankfield
Baltimore County Health Department

Vanessa Braddy
Baltimore County Health Council

Baltimore County

Fran Brooks
Baltimore County Department of Social
Services

Mary J. Farley
Baltimore County Health Department

Eric Fine
Baltimore County Health Department

Jeffrey E. Robbins - Liaison
Calvert County Health Department

Susan Ellsworth
Calvert Crusade for Children

Patrice Jenkins
Calvert County Public Schools

Calvert County

Ronna Gotthanier - Liaison
Anne Arundel County Health Department

Carol Cronin

Clifford A. Falkenau

Polly Morgan

Hilary O’Herlihy
Anne Arundel County Medical Society

Anne Arundel County

Frances B. Phillips
Anne Arundel County Health Department

Bert Rice

Rosalind Riveria

Mary Rosso
Maryland House of Delegates

Herbert M. Sachs

Elizabeth P. Sammis
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